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the proposed southern convention.

Last Saturday is not bo long ago but that our

readers may recollect the pufport of our remarks

.upon the REsourcr!®** of the Virginia Legitta-
turt ou the subject of a Southern Convention. To
these remarks the Jiiclimond HThig and the Rich¬
mond Times a>iA.owpiltr take Inendly excep¬
tion, on such grounds a* to coottim our impression
that the Virginia Legiaiatufe, as *vell as the Y\ hig
journals at Richmond, have, in guilelessnese
and absence of suspicion, allowed themselves to be
made instrumental in .projects of much greater
depth, than, judging from the folding remarks of
the " Whig," they seem t* be yet aware ot, but to

which it is high time that xhey and .the People of

Virginia open wide their e^es :

*B0* the RlCHMOSl) WJIIG OF

Now, the whole of this comroaaUry [of the National In¬

telligencer on th* Virginia RMoiuiions, embracing the Mw-

.usippi scheme] pjacceds upon a total iui«*u«q>Uon of the

object designed by the Virginia resolutions. .We know what
we say. The thi.il resolution, by defining tbe.mode in which
a Southern Convention should be constitute, lintended to

show that the Njish*iMe Convention U not %uch a body. It
draws a contrast between a Convention empoweiad to act for
the Slate, and one held as that at Nash* ilk, merely for con¬

sultation, and without authority to cominil any one. To the
third resolution there not a ilis«v»ti»g vuice In «te Legis¬
lature. . For all agreed tfcat a Convention to bind, ebould
have the authority of the People in Convention tsaembled.
New, the Na*aville Coi.vtnu'on, as shadowed forth by the
fifth resolution, possesses no auch attribute. It is-to t* got¬
ten up by anv body and eve^y body, without the formality ot

an ejection ; "its delegates are restricted rigidly to means for

preserving the Union ; they pay their own expenses; ind
their acts csnnot in any event have any binding force upon
the .:ate. It is a iatu- safetyvvaJve to let ofl the redaniant
steam of the factious, if it cannot ** rendered subservient to

some useful purpose.
We copy the third and fifth .rea>lutions, that the readet

may mark the contrast.
The thiid resolution define what t real Southern Conven¬

tion should be, as follows .

3. Resolved, That, in the opinion qi this General Assem¬
bly, a Southern Convention, in which the Stages, as

*re rfpresented, should consist of delegates selected by the
people of the several States in Convenlicn assembled, who
should cirry with them all the authority derived from such an

appointment, and be prepared to act for those whom they re¬

present.
Tae Nashville Convention is a totally different thing from

this. It is the creature nf primary assemhliee, without the

intervention of the ballot- boi-and carries no authority with
it. The tbirJ resolution was designed to expose the insigni¬
ficance of the Convention spoken of in the fifth resolution.
This was the object of its author.it was so understood by
those who voted for both.

Really ! a most ingenious contrivance! I lie re¬

solution No. 3 is intended only to " draw a con.

trast!" Ifitnieww no more than that, what business
has it there 1 Not that it is so much matter of sur¬

prise to find, in a series of Resolutions of a Virginia
Legislature, one that is a mere abstraction ; but, as

has been said of the fly in amber, the wonder is,
not that it is there, but how the d.I it got there /
The "Whig" states, as if with knowledge, the
object of the author of that Resolution; and cer¬

tainly we have not the presumption to call in ques¬
tion any statement which the " Whig" knowing¬
ly makes. But the "Whig" itself must admit
that there is an extraordinary coincidence.at least
as wonderful as that of the accident of Sam Wel-
ler's father's overturning into a canal a coach-load
of voters on the very day and at the very spot at

which he had the day before been offered a twenty
pound bank note to do it.between the suggestions
of the Mississippi Address and the action of the
Virginia Legislature, in its Resolution No. 3, in
connexion with those which precede and follow it.
Let us again compare them :

The Mississippi Address says:
" The Convention of Mississippi suggests, as the

. possible ultimate resort, the call, by the Legisla-
«tures of the assailed Stales, of still more solemn
« Conventions.such as should be regularly elect-
. ed bu the People of those States.to deliberate,
. speak, and act with all the sovereign power of
. the People. Should, in the result, such Con-
4 ventions be called and meet, they may lead to a
i like regularly constituted Convention of all the
. assailed States, to provide, in the last resort, for
< their separate welfare, by theformation OT A
. Compact and a Union," &c.

The second Resolution of the Virginia Legisla¬
ture states circumstances in the event of which that
Slate " will be prepared to UNITE with her sister
slaveholdinfr States," [to wit, the " assailed States'
in Convention [that is, " a Convention of all the
assailed States* aforesaid] or otherwise, in any

measures that may be necessary to "provide for

THEIR MUTUAL DEFENCE OR TO SECURE THEIR COM¬

MON safety." This resolution is most obviously
the mere echo of the recommendation of the Mis¬
sissippi Convention.

#

The third Resolution is merely the iteration of
the declaration in the Mississippi Address, that the
*. Southern Convention" which it proposes "should
consist of delegates selected by the People of the
sfveral States in Convention assembled, with all the
authority derived from such an appointment, and
be prepared to act for those whom they repre-

¦ sent that is to say, for the respective States which
are lo " form a Union and a Compact," &c.
The fourth Resolution of the Virginia Legisla¬

ture which the " Whig," in taking the position that
the third Resolve was only designed to "draw a

a contrast," seems wholly to have overlooked.
provides the modus operandi, the ynanner in which
the State Convention (which the third describes)
shall be called and elected, and provides for the
pay and mileage of the delegates thereto, so as to
make the whole scheme embraced in Resolutions
2, 3, and 4 consistent and definitive, and to place
the matter beyond the future reach or control oj
the Legislature.

If the object of the third resolution be only to
" draw a contrast," what on earth is the use of all
thia machinery ? What the necessity of providing
for the election of Delegates to » a Southern Con¬
vention," without the intermediation of the People,
" and for paying them at the same rate a? Members
of the (ieneral Assembly " are paid for attendance
and mileage ?
What could the Legislature of Virginia have been

about when it suffered itself to be entrapped into
such a snare as this ? And what was the IV liig
sentinel on the watchtower dreaming of, when he
allowed the party disaffected to the I nion to

steal this march upon the Capitol of the Ancient
Dominion ?
The " Whig" will doubtless answer us, that its

Editor h^d, when these Resolutions were upon the
tapi3, nev»-r heard of the Address of ihe Mississippi
fo.'iveution lo ihe People of the Southern State#.
Nor had we. But Cut somtbody at Richmond

iu possession of lite, amrne contained vl

that Address, looking .to a-Southern Confederacy
.as the "possible" ultimate result of the Nashvilte;
'Convention, there can be no doubt. It is not po«-:
sifcle, otherwise, that they could have committed
the People of Virginia, as they have done, to

.every part of the scheme.

.Our readers will have seen that Mr. Senator

?Foote, of Mississippi, did us the honor, on the oc¬

casion of presenting to the Senate on Thursday
certain Resolutions of the Mississippi Legislature,
to comment upon the course of the J\ational Intel'
lig&ictr in regard to the proposed Nashville Con¬
tention, and the possible ulterior -events which,
.should H ever assemble, it will foreshadow. We
are sensibly flattered by this attention on the part
of the*extinguished Senator; because, in the first

place, it satisfies us that what we have published
on this subject has been honored by .hw perusal, if
«ot .with approbation, yet with grave attention.
We could have hoped no higher succoss than that
of which'this indication, and some others of equal
value, hav^ apprized us ; that is to say,.that our ar¬

ticles upon the great topic ol the day have been
generally read. We are further gratified, in that
the honorable- Senator has placed upon the records
of the country, by embalming it in his Speech, the
fact, that the Editors of this paper.who, as he very

justly intimates, have grown gray in the public
service.have not been wanting iu the duty, at this
trying moment, ot cherishing a cordial, habitual,
and immovable..attachment to the Unity of Govern¬
ment which constitutes us one People; ol watch¬
ing for iU preservation with jealous anxiety ; of
discountenancing whatever might suggest even a

suspicion that it can in any event be abandoned ;
and of frowning upon the first dawning of every
attempt to alienate any portion of the country from
the rest, or to enfeeble the sacred ties which now

link together the various parts.
We place before our readers, in the subjoined

extracts from the Southern and Southwestern news-

papets, without distinction of party.without any,
at least, of our making.satisfactory evidence (we
are happy to say) that the sentiment of the South,
sp far from being universal, is cot even common,
that the Southern States cannot with honor remain
in the Union.

rao.M THE LOUISVILLE JOURNAL.

Why was Washington so trusted and so honored while
living, and why has he been so reverenced siuce the
shadow of death fell upon his earthly vision ? Siijiply because
of the wisdom and moral greatness he displayed, so far supe¬
rior to the wisdom and greatness of other men. He exhibited
these subline features of his charater as the leader of the revo¬

lutionary focces, as a private citizen, and especially as Chief
Magistrate of the nation whose independence he had periled
life and fortune to secure.

It is but natural to suppose that the countrymen of such a
man would treasure every word of the wisdom be uttered as a
most sacred dej>oMte.that they would reverence it more than
the wisdom of vhe great sags of the Chinese is reverenced by
the people whose forefathers he instructed. But is this so ? Let
the present distracted condition of our country answer.
The truth is, the violent men of the different factions into

which this wretched country is now divided care nothing for
the counsel of Washington. They trample that counsel under
their feet with all the remorselessness of devils. To carry
out their accurseJ sectional and pitiful schemes they would
displace the statue of Washington from its niche, and wreck
the great empire whose corner-stone was laid by his hand.
No man who is plotting the destruction of this glorious

Union.no man who is recklessly striving to produce
jealousy and discord.cares what becomes of t the fame of
Washington. They only care for the renown of the greatest
of men who direct their steps by the light of his example, and
are willing to be guided by his advice.

Did not his mighty prescience assure him of the coming
round of the present evil day ? Did he not produce that store¬
house of wisdom, his Farewell Address, with particular re¬
ference to the present agitation ? How he rebuked the demo¬
niac spirit of discord that is now breathing pestilence in every
State in the Union. How he rebuked the foul treason that
now dares to rear its viper head and hiss even in the halls of
the National Legislature.

If Washington were reverenced at home as he ought to be,
treasun would not now have a votary. If disunion should
come, with its black midnight of storm and disaster, it will be
because the people have repudiated the counsels of this great
man. If this mighty Confederacy is shattered, to which por¬
tion of the ruptured and mangled States will the fame of
Washington belong ' In such an event the people of foreign
nations, truer to him than his own countrymen, will rescue his
fame from the destruction which would await all#sacred things
here, and build temples for him and for his worship on their
shores.

FBOM THE PICXENS (iLlBiMi) REPUBLICAN.
All agree that a dissolution of our happy Union would be

the most awful of calamities. It would be the token of un¬
told evil to the world. It would crush the hopes of thestrug-
gline millions of the old world, and be the signal for anarchy
in the new. It would be hailed as the dawn of a jubilee for
tyrants and despots. We are for harmony, compromise,
peace, moderation, and union ; instead of stirring up the an¬
gry passions of men, we are for allaying all undue excite¬
ment. Look into the United estates Senate, and see the calm¬
ness and equanimity of our wisest statesmen of both the South
and the North. Let us take a lessjn from these sages and
patriots.

FROM THE MALRT (tE5NEHSEE) INTELLIGENCER.
" Why is it that the Whigs of Tennessee 6eem averse

' to the Southern Convention, when their party friends in
' every other Southern State are entering into the measure,
' advocating its propriety, and urging its necessity ?"

[Tennessee Democrat.
We really hope our new neighbor will be a little more

careful in iu implications. We are somewhat curious to see
what proof can be furnished that the broad and unquaiiiiedassertion implied in the above question has any foundatijn
in fact. We should like, moreover, to see some proof that
the people.the masses.of either party, "in every other
Southern State," are urging the necessity of the measure re¬
ferred to. So far as our observation g es, the burden of
proof is all the other way.

Does not our neighbor know that even the Mississippi Con¬
vention, which proposed the Southern Convention, required
no little political midwifery to bring it into existence ; that the
first attempt was a complete failure ; that the result of the
second effort was that only thirty out of sixty counties in
that State were represented, and that a large portion of those
thirty counties were represented by alternates or proxies, sin¬
gle individuals acting for several counties, and that the whole
Convention, all told, did not exceed sixty-Jive persons?
And even among these, there was considerable disagreement.
Does that look as if the peoplt of Mississippi, even, of either
party, were very " urgent" in regaad to this Convention ?

And where, is the evidence that the people of eitker party
"in every other Southern State" are so very "urgent >"

We have seen none of it. Individual exceptions." few and
far between, like angels' visits," and the*e too not particular¬
ly influent al.constitute no foundation for such an assertion
as that of our neighbor, but rather the very reverse. So
far as Whigs are concerned, we could quote columns of proof
from the Press of almost "every other Southern Slate" that
they desire to have no part in this Southern Convention.
that they consider it premature, uncalled for, and of a dan¬
ger ius tmdency in the present posture of affairs.

FROM THE VIRGINIA FREE PRESS.

Thk Souther* Cosvextion..The necessity of tl.i* Con¬
tention, if it ever really existed, is now at an end. The peo¬
ple of Virginia have not responded to the call, nor is it likely
that they will prematurely engage in a measure of doubtful
expediency at best.

It will t>e recollected that one of the resolutions passed bythe Legislature only signifed a readiness to join in such a
C invention in the event of the passage by Congress of the
Wtlmot proviso, or of an act abolishing slavery in the Diatrict
of Columbia. Neither of these contingencies is likely to arise,
and indeed, since '.he del very of Mr. Webster's speech, the
great tody of the pej| le (eel a canfidence that the agitatingand exci'.ing quotbns of the day will be amicably settled, and
the clouds which lately lowered so dirkly over the Union will
be dispelled.

For our own part, we ne^r had the slightest fear of the
safely of the Uni >n. It is not in the power of the ies.les«
epirits, North and South, to break it up. It is too deeplyembedded in the hea'ts of th* people to be shaken by ordi¬
nary tempests. They cannot endure the idea of looking uponthe broken columns >i the fair temple, (fared at the exp n*e
of so much tlood, and endeared to them by the ie:olleition of
so many glorbus achievements.

I Hut tf the Nvrthern agitators wiil perFist iu their iggrw-

>»»iuy thar6.«pe-variou« other methods of retaliation, le« as-

pensire and 1mc dange/oua than disruption. If they continue
their complauM* against slave labor, let ua no longer fret them
with a participation in ita profiu. Let ua not ahock their
moral sensibilities by vending theokeny more of our producta
our corn, wheat, and tobacco. La! ua manufacture our own

fabric*, and open a direct trade with the old world. In a word,
'let us cultivate a spirit of aelf-depeoience, by turning to ac¬

count our innumerable natural advantage#.and let the North-
.«rn puritans scold until they are tired about the sin of slavery.

But it is enough to know that the Southern Convention is
ueeless. There may be a time when it will be far more ap¬
propriate than it would be at present.

FROM THE Tt6CALOOSA (aLARa^a) MOXITOR.

We firmly believe that the sentiment most deeply engraved
upon the American heart is an abiding love, an unfaltering
devotk.ii for our gkrious Union. No efforts of politicians
and panic-make rs have ever brought tht people to contemplate
the dissolution of the Union with other ieelings than those
of abhorrence and dismay.

This feeling is gathering strength daily, or, more correctly
speaking, recent events have called forth a more open display
ol its power. ««The'Union is in danger!" is a cry that has
startled-every.patriot, and caused bim,|ltke Ike Israelite of old,
to turn his .eyes anxiously towards the Ark of his Safety.tbe
sanctuary of his hopes.

There is.30 name so potent, no leader so ra-ered, as to be
able to stand for a moment in opposition to this all powerful
sentiment of the American people. This is fui'y verified bv
the indignant response which, even here in the outraged
South, has been drawn forth by the declaration lately attri¬
buted to Mr. Calhoun, that the dissolution of the Union
is inevitable and is desirable ! We venture to assert
that this does not truly express the feelings or tbe wishes of
one in ten-thousand of the people of the South. In the dire-
:ul alternative of disunion or dishonor, the South will not
hesitate to choose the first, but we do not believe there is one
man out of 8outh Carolina, and but few in it, who dtsire to
see that alternative presented.

FRO* THE FLOBEXCE (ALABAMA) SNlU'IBER.
The Nashville Cohvxstiob..The lemarks of <he

Huntsville Advocate upon the arrogant assumption of power
by the recent Legislative caucus are excellent, and will meet
with the approbation of every sensible reader. *

Every demonstration tending to concentrate the power of
tha South, in constitutional resistance to grievances indicted
by the North, we cordially approve; and hence w? have an-

ticipated that much good might result from the Nan ville Con-
vention. But the conviction is fast gaining ground that the
main subject for discussion in that body will be plais for dis¬
union, and this conviction is founded upon the cbracter of
the men who are originators of it, and those who lave been
appointed delegates to it. The persons who ought to com¬

pose such a Convention should be men free from wh* is call¬
ed ultrawm, men of discretion and sound patriotism, end theu
tkuuldbt telecled by the people. Now, we ask our readers
it thi* Convention will be composed of these kind o" men
and have they had a voice in their appointment > We 'huik'
if they judge the whole by a part, if they reason by anilogy!
if they judge from those who have been appointed fron. Uii«
section of the State, they will say, no. These gentlemea are
eminent and worthy citizens, but, according to our know|,dKe
as to aonn and information as to otherv, they mav wel be
impeded of" ultraiam." A. .11
had no hand in their appointment, and if. such a mieltv
event as disunion is to transpire, it should be done by he 1
people s representatives.

3

VH0M THE SELMA (ALAIIAMA) IHIPORTEK.

The Nashville Cosvestio*..We see less and /ass
every da> to admire in the proposed Nashville Convention,
and we believe it will meet with no countenance from the
people of Alabama. The Wilmot proviso has been voted d»wn
by large majorities in the House, and there is no danger o ils
being passed through the Senate. What, then, is the okject
o the Convention ' What will it have to do when as«m- !
bled A rabid, nullifying organ in Columbia, South Ciro-
hna, the South Carolinian, says that « tbe organization .f a
Presidential party, and the adoption of a candidate, is to be
considered an appropriate end and summary of the delibea-
ions of the Convention and Judge Heydenfeldt, in lis
etter to Gen. Brisbane, thinks the country has outgrovn
he present constitution, and that the Convention ought to

forir, a new constitution." We believe, if that Conventnn
ever assembles, a large portion of the delegates will . into it
with just such objects as the South Carolinian and Jutke
Hcyden ftldt avow. The Wilmot proviso and the so-cal'ed

kindred measures" have been made by the enemies of (he
Unioni in the South mere pretexts under which to rallv ind
cloak then rea! designs. Dr. Johnson uttered the bitter' p»ra- I
dox, that patriotism was the last refuge of a scoundrel
and, if our Inion is ever torn in pieces, it will be done by
demagogues, who, with professions of love on their lips, will
stab it to the heart.

v ' {
That Convention, in its very conception, was unconstitu-

If the avowed, objects of this Convention-to
say nothing of secret ones of a darker hue-are not contrary
to the constitution, then no plain man need hereafter under¬
take to interpret the plainest clause in that instrument.

I he people of Alabama are loyal to the Union ; and we

very much mistake their character if they lend their sanction
to any open violation and defiance of the constitution, that
sacred bond which holds it together.

FROM THE MISSISSIPPI " SOUTHRON"."
There is a complete revolution going on in the relative po¬

sition of members of Congress and the people. Formerly the
People commanded and the Representatives obeyed ; but now
the latter issue their rescripts from the Federal city, suggest
themes for sectional exofrement, and expect the people to re¬
echo their views in such a way as to corroborate the assump-
tion that all their vagaries as Congressmen are but the reflex
o public sentiment among a confiding constituency ! If the
ultra sectional excitement, unfortunately now so prevalent,
coa d be only traced to its source, the corn-fielda and cotton!

' the .ecbaoica shops and the merchants' counting-
rooms would in a great degree be found guiltless ; while to

rTg??Ue 8Dd 1c,alcula,0r of P°lit»cal chances at
both ends of the Union could be traced most of the unhealthv
excitement which, drowning the voice of reason and patriot¬
ism, has made compromise almost an impossibility.

FROM THE RALEIGH (*. C.j REGISTER.

h ^ "wT* ." °Ur '?8t lhal at the Cor>vention which assem¬
bled in Wilmington for the purpose of choosing delegates to

^ Convention, Hon. Robert Strange and U. J.
McKae, Esq. were selected to reprerent that district in said
Convention. We learn further .hat delegates were appoint-

V»0nV?ntlOn,,(> .eet in Rald?b *>nie time during next f
SUfo at large

" l° 8"'°int ^legates for the

Now, we truly regret these proceedings. We lament to
see any portion of the good people of North Carolina acting
with such precipitate haste. Besides, we most seriously pro

Or' th?\v <ilt'Zea, 5® 8"te' agairi8t f0 much of tbe action
of the \\ llmington Convention as relates to the holding of a
SMate Convention in Raleigh in April next. We object to

°r °ne'. .beca"« we bave seen no manifestations on the
part of the citizens generally of a desire to have such a Con¬
vention ; and, moreover, had they shown themselves favorable
to such a course of proceeding, they would not have sufficient i
time to take the needful steps for a proper organization of the

we m"n'ih" :
in

*rC "?"? Jat principle recommended
in the report of the minority of the comm.ttee appointed to
draw up resolutions expressive of the sense of the Conven-

1T\1dS tI McRac'Esq"of raye,teTille'was
not adopted This report recommended the true line of

K tLih 6 ' "n(1 a 8'0Ur'J broad enough for
ail Southern men to stand on.

FROM THE HATOJT ROI'GE UAZETTK OF MARCH 9.

a* fronTihe Wi|Ithem^er8 0^,^.on8re*p» as well from the'North
as from the South, carry their violent opposition so far that

matron a^l'T ^ ^ t0 c^.Promi« the
matter on any terms , in their phrenzy thev forget the duty
they owe to the country, to their constituents.nay, to them
M M and their fami,ie«- W« have no doubt some of them
will never again be returned to cieate confusion instead of en-
deavormg to maintain order. Let the North be satisfied with

SltlhlTfiJbtlTf. !nd the 800,11 defecd and pr°-
tect the rights and privileges thev now enjoy. But we ,Wm
it the right ofTerritor.es to l>e admitted into the Confederacy
In!'wi.ChT,UUa,? °f lheirfcboice- " 'on« as it is not incon.is-

«he grand instrument under which
up ,o 1

FROM the fatetteville C*. c.) observer.
To the exclusion of much else, we insert the speech of Mr.

Calhoun, which had been expected with so much interest by
all parts of the country. Perhaps no roan's views upon any
Hjbject had ever been looked for with more intense anxiety.

,!7i Ve "U,ed "",h greBl ,bili,y ,nd Plainness. And
with like plainness we add, that, in our opinion, they are such

tra T,c^* «. ""not possibly be responded to by the other
section of the tnion, and we fear it was neither expected nor
de*ired by the author that they should be fo responded to.
To say noting for the prwnt of other objectionable points,
it may safely be affirmed that an amendment of the constitu¬
tion.we are inclined to say any amendment, but certainlv
an amendment reatoung to the South the equal prmer she
possessed t»efore th*j .\orth and West became so much more
populous than herself.can never be obtained. It is utterly
out of the question. We go for-her and say, that it is a claim
which the South ought not to aet op, and which no Southern
man ever did set up before-, da.ro that two-thirds of the
onion, in populaGon and in wealth, should either contrive to i
restore tbe "equilibrium" by growing lesi, or should volun¬
tary mrrender to th* remaining one third an equal ooli lesl
power with iuelf in Congrew. It might be verj convenient j

i-to the South to poa«eM<Jtt<!fc power. But it ia .preposterousjsio ask it, and utterly absurd to expect that it etill ever be
granted. That we do not misrepresent Mr. Calheun, we re¬
fer to the fourth paragraph from the end of the speech, and to
the extract which we have made from his reply to Mr. Foote.
The delivery of this speech will probably have aaimportant

bearing on the Nashville Convention. The question has of¬
ten been a*ked, and never satisfactorily answered, What is
tbe Na»hvi!le Convention expected to do >

The proposition to hold such a Convention, as our readers
know, was first authoritatively made in Mississippi. But we

pt«:?ume nobedy is so green a« to imagine that it originatedthere. No. We have no shadow of doubt that tbe action
of Mississippi was prompted from South Carolina. And how,
in Mr. Calhoun's speech, we have a revelation of the purposefor which the Convention is to assemble. It is to demand
impracticable and impossible concessions, with no hope of their
be.ng. granted, and with a purpose end declaration that if not
granted the South will secede from the .Union.
Now, for one, we are opposed to all this. We mean to

have nc lot nor part in it. And we warn the people of North
Carolina of the danger that impends. There was a time
when we entertained less fears of that Convention ; when we

hoped that the sober good sense of North Carolina might be
fell in it for good. This hope was weakened by the violence
of some of its advocates, who, however, spoke only their own
feelings. It is now destroyed by the demands of one who
speaks, in advance, the feelings and purposes of the Conven¬
tion itself. We wish the rights of the Seuth respected as
much as Air. Calhoun can, but we are not for disunion per at.

FUOV Tti E I'iMII HI DU E (»1BIUXU) CHKOStlCLK.
It is particularly gratifying, at this momentous period of

our history, to witness the spirit of loyalty to our institutions,and the pure patriotism which seems to pervade our entire
land. Since the agitation of the " vexed question" in Con¬
gress, all the States in the Union, we believe, hare given
tome striking manifestation' of their attachment to the Ameri-
can Union. And, judging from the tone and spirit of the
press generally, we should think that the factionista all over
the country mutt have been aware, long since, of the con-
tempt and detestation into which they have fallen by ealcu-
latin g coldly the value Mid threatening the dissolution of a re-

public like this. When we speak of factionistt], we mean
those agitators from the South as well as the North (for we
see much to condemn in both) who are eternally uttering
their treasonable cries of disunion, disunion, and who are un-
willing to sacrifice any thing for the sake of a fair compro-
mise. We shall continue to hold these craven spirits up to
the scorn and destation of a patriotic constituency, believing
that there is yet a cord of unity and brotherhood sufficiently
strong to bind together the hardy New Englandcr and the
chivalric son of the South.
We know there is a prevailing sentiment here at the South

that the North is aggressive.that she seeks to annihilate the
institutions of the South. This is undoubtedly the case with
a few agitators, who seem to have more sympathy for the ne
gro race than for the American Union or any thing else. But
with the mass of the Northern people the case is quite differ¬
ent. They are as loyal and have as much attachment for
the American Union as any other citizens living under our
constitution, as evidenced by the proceedings oi their Legis¬latures, public meetings, &c.
We of the South are similarly situated. We have our

agitators as well as the North, but we can never endorse their
sentiments without approving of the course of Benedict Ar¬
nold in the Revolution. We mean to stand by this Union
at all hazards, believing it to be the greatest inheritance ever
bequeathed from sire to son.

fhom THE ATHE5S (tEN.\.) post OF MARCH 15.
Nashville Convention..We may be mistaken, but we

tbink feelings of delicacy should decide all sensible, not to say
sensitive men, not to attend the Convention at our Capitol.
The Legislature voted their unwillingness to such a meeting to be
held within our borders. The press, in many instances, have
bitterly protested against the measure, and there is strong
reason to think that three-fourths of our citizens condemn the
violent course pursued by tho*e who called the Convention.
Surely, then, those who still wish to convene at Nashville are
not actuated by courtesy and polite bearing, although it might,in their estimation, manifest much chivalry to march into a
man's house for the purpose of devising plans to separate him
and his wife. If the object of the Convenlionists is, as has been
alleged, disunion, wc would say, while the people of Lower
East Tennessee have not the least objection to intimalg asso
ciation with Southern men, even of the ultra school, they
earnestly protest against a visit to their Capitol for such sacri¬
legious purposes. We are all for the Union.

FROM THE LY3TCHBCRG VIKGINIAN.
A Step towards Moxarcht..The constitution of the

United States embodies a model form of government. It is
based upon the principles of civil liberty ; is republican in
its spirit, and regards the independence of the people as the
highest and greatest gift of government. The framers of the
constitution have established a republic, but not without en¬
dowing it with a republican form of government. This form
of government approaches as near to perfection as any sys¬
tem which has heretofore been devised by man. Its opera¬
tions prove its efficacy and demonstrate the inutility of a

change. But the restless spirit of ambition knows no re¬
straint, but seeks the use of any means which foreshows its
u'tunate success. Hence we are not destitute of attempts to
infringe upon the constitution, and we have no unfrequent
manifestations of the desire for change.
The constitution is a chart of a well-devised plan of gov¬

ernment. A government in which the distinction between
anarchy and independece is recognised ; and the provisions
of which are directed to the suppression of the one and the
maintenance of the other. And its operations have preserv¬
ed the independence of the people, and at the same time pre¬
vented the approach towards anarchy. The framers of the
constitution have proceeded upon a clearly and accurately de¬
fined distinction between the rights of the people and the
power of the rulers. Its provisions secure to the people the
exercise of their rights, and at the same time endow the rulers
with all just and essential powers. The difference between
monarchy and anarchy is clearly drawn, and the distinction
is fully sustained. The provisions made are between the
two. They provide for rule, but make that rule sufficient
only for the promotion of the great end of government.the
people's good. A careful investigation of the provisions of!
the constitution will exhibit the excellencies of the system,
and convince us that it claims the only possible distinction
be.ween monarchy and anarchy, and that a departure from
iti requisitions will entail upon us the oppression of the one
or the evils of the other. And every innovation upon a ma-!
terial provision, every alteration of a fundamental principle
has either been a step towards monarchy or a progressive
m ive towards anarchy.
The course pursued by Mr. Calhoun is proof of the asser¬

tion. He proposes a change in the constitution. One of the
ground? of change consists in the fact that there have been
disunionists in the church. The churches of the North hav-1
ir.g grown more powerful than those of the South, have been
enabled to succeed in their measures, and the secession of
the South has been the consequence. From this is inferred
a similar result in the State. This is making of the church
a criterion. Let church operations be regarded by the legisla¬
tors of the nation as a criterion from which to derive our
ideas of naiional actions, and the course of the church be-1
comes a precedent. Yea ! more. Admit that the course ol
the church is a criterion, let the church know that its action is
recognised as such, and we arm the church with power to
influence the whole legislation of the country. We virtual¬
ly incorporate it with the State, and, though not formally, we

literally unite Church and State. Permit the church to gain
the ascendency so far, and there is but one step to be made ;
there will be but one struggle among the sects and the monar¬
chical policy of instituting State religion will ensue. This
will be the most fatal blow which it is possible to infl ct
upon civil liberty. Church united with State, there is but one
step to monarchy, and from monarchy to despotism but an¬
other ; all of which point with unerring certainty to the ulti¬
mate reign of anarchy. We speculate upon the result, but
do not fear an endorsement of the views of Mr. Calhoun.
We point to it as an exemplification of the ultraism of his
views, and as a proof of the efficacy and superiority of our
constitution.

FROM TUB NEW ORLEANS REE.
It is a maxim of profound significance that " fools rush in

where angels fear to tread," and the experience of mankind
in questions of portentous magnitude, affecting whole commu¬
nities, affords a thousand practical illustrations of its truth.
Demagogues and fanatics, weak-minded and passionate men,
prate glibly and flippantly of disunion ; profess themselves
ready for tbe experiment; and undertake coolly to demonstrate,
by mathematical calculation, how much belter cfl' we mightbe with a Confederacy shivered into fragments. The >ageand the patriot, happy in our present bond of glorious union,proud of our position among the Powers of the earth as a free
and mighty people, beholding with exultation our daily pro¬
gress in all the elera n'.s of national »trength and social and
political aggrandizement, seek not to penetrate beyond the
gloomy veil that would encompass a dismembered Confede¬
racy, and shudder from the task of estimating how toleralle
might be our condition were this vast homogeneous democracy
to be separated into two or more hostile, or at least discordant
Governments.

Ii is a trite remark, that if man were surrounded with everypossible source of happiness, he would still yea'n for change.He would pine in the miJst of luxury, and grow restle/s and
unsaisfied though the genii of the Ring and the Lamp were
obedient to his most capricious behests. Upon no other con¬
ceivable principle can we explain the folly and madness of
those who, while enjoying the proudest position the world can
(fltr, still sigh fcr something different; who, while feeling in¬
stinctively that a severance of the Union would assuredly pre¬cipitate us from the pinnacle of power and glory, where »e
are now securely seated, wt uld yet tush rashly, blindly, and
recklessly on an experiment so feaiful.
The sickening cant of a Southern Confederacy, the con¬

tracted notions of Southern supremacy, in the event of a sepa¬ration, the miserably suj erficial ideas of Southern manufac-

turea, Southern opulence, 8outhern independence, and Souih-
ero freedom from aggreation, are tbe offsprings of intellect*
that cannot or will not calmly contemplate tbe consequence*of dissolution.

mo* TBI ST1UHTOX (v*.) 8 TATOR.
For iome months past tfc eats ar ,>, ..tcies of a dissolu-

tion of the Union have befn frequently made by certain South-
em members ot Oongret We are Id day after day that
an event ia a at to trail k.ire me proclamation of which will
thrill through America like the sound of the Archangel's
trumpet announcing the end of time ; an event second only
in importance to the citizens of the United States to the final
destruction of the univerte. Vet each man, in th's region of
country at least, is quietly pursuing his ordinary avocation,
tilling his fields, following his profession or trade, buying,
falling, and getting gain, without the least apprehension, ap¬
parently, of impending evil.
The fact Is, the People of the 8outh have no idea of fol¬

lowing a few wild politicians in their mad sehemes, and with¬
out their concutrence this great disaster cannot be realized.
They have, to be sure, felt aggrieved at the course pursued by
the North, and are apprehensive of the evidently progressive
tendencies of Northern Abolitionism, but they are not going
to commit national suicide in anticipation of wrongs which
may be inflicted. One of the resolutions recently adopted by
the citizens of Baltimore expresses the sentiment of the large
majority in the slaveholding States : as yet we suffer no evils
"that would justify disunion, and none that disunion would
make better." When some aggressive measure is passed by
Congress they will look to the Constitution for redress ; when
that Isuls to protect, and not till then, will they seek other
remedies. "Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof."

from THE MATSVILLE EAOLK.

Tut Nashville Cosvejttion.. VVe are glad to perceive
the indications that the proposition to assemble a teclional
convention at Nashville does not meet with such encourage¬
ment as perhaps the suggeators of it hoped. From the pro¬
ceedings had on the subject in the Legislatures of Kentucky,
Maryland, and Tennessee, it may be confidently asserted that
no authorized representatives wilt appear from those States ;
nor does it seem probable that more than two or three States
will appoint delegates. In this state of facts, we take it for
granted the whole scheme will be, as it should be, abandoned.
The idea of assembling conventions to declare what should
be done in a certain contingency, which may never happen,
is unwise and impolitic, inconsistent with good taste, and in¬
compatible with (he spirit of republican institutions. It will
be time enough to act when any aggression needs to be re¬

pelled. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.
But if Congress should do what the Nashville Convention-

iets profess to fear, their mode of resistance is not the legiti¬
mate or proper one. The constitution of the Government
furnishes itself a better and truer remedy for all wrongs. It
is tilt power of the Judiciary. To its decisions all loyal
citizens who love the constitution and the Union will bow
with cheerful acquiescence. Violence, nullification, and dis¬
union are not remedies for alleged grievances, but perpetra¬
tions of new wrongs, and are all to be rejected.
FHOM "THE EAGLE AJIB BULLETIN" (ROME, UEOItOIA.)
We were present and participated in the meeting in Floyd

county, though we did not vote for the preamble and resolu¬
tions. We do not believe that the proposed Southern Con¬
vention will meet at Nashville, or any where else; nor do we
believe that it should. We believe, a*d every day have in¬
creased reason to believe*, that the objects of those who set
the matter on foot were evil, and evil only. But, in the
event that it should meet, we wish to be represented, and that
by men who will stand to the Union, and oppose every mea¬
sure which may have for its object a dissolution. We have
no objections that the people should meet in Convention and
consult upon the best means of maintaining our rights.in¬
deed we applaud the course whenever it is done in the proper
spirit. But when a Convention is heralded by threats of dis¬
union aud a vaunting of chivalry on the part of those to lie
represented, we think it nothing but right that we should
claim assurances of the purity of their intentions, before we
commit ourselves in favor of their assemblage, or make our¬
selves responsible for their acts by forwarding the project,
while ignorant of their design.
The people, nineteen-twentieths of them, stand ready at all

times to support and defend the constitution, their own

rights, and the Union of the States, equally against all en¬

croachment, and against all enemies, under whatever clime
they may reside, or to whatever faction they may belong.
And hence the necessity that great care should be exercised
by those who nominate delegates to the Southern Convention,
that none be nominated except those who are, beyond cavil,
loyal to the Constitution and the Union.

FROM THE TCSCCMBIA " WORTH A LA B ASIAN."
The Suctiierh Cosvestios.What are its objects ?

We have thus far avoided any specific allusion to the South¬
ern Convention, propose;] to be hotden at Nashville in June
next. The reason of this silence was that we were waiting
to ascertain what action was contemplated, and what objects
were proposed to be accomplished by the assembling of that
body.
A respectable portion of the papers in this State, of both

parties, are in some shape dissatisfied in relation to this mat¬
ter. Some Whig editors look upon the whole affair withdis
trust. They do not like the source from which it sprung, nor the
management and juggling attending its progress thus far.
Some Democratic editors (who are not under the control of
owners, and who entertain some respect for the intelligence of
the people) boldly condemn the course pursued by the Legis¬
lature, in appointing delegates to that Convention without con¬

sulting their constituents. This last we consider a matter of
secondary importance. The gentlemen selected as delegates,
as far at least as we have any knowledge, are unexception¬
able ; and if the State is under the necessity of "going it
blind.," they are probably as worthy of being trusted as any
that could be selected.
The subject of the Southern Convention has been fully

and widely discussed, both in Congress, State Legislatures,
by the press, and letter writers; yet, in all our reading
upon the subject we have seen but two opinions advanced
by persons favoring the scheme. The " South Caro¬
linian," of Columbia, S. C., a hot nullification paper,
and devoted admirer of Mr. Calhoun, a short time since, in an

article upon the proposed Convention, held the following
language :

"The organization of a Presidential party and the adop-
1 tion of a candidate is to be considered an appropriate end
' and summary of the deliberations of the Convention "

Judge Heydenfelt, of this State, in a recent letter to Gen.
Brisbane, of South Carolina, (which letter has been publish¬
ed extensively by Democratic papers in Alabama, and re¬

ferred to in laudatory terms,) sava that the object of the
Nashville Convention is to "form a new Constitution of
the United States of North America."

FROM THE K30XT1LLE (tE!*H.) RM3ISTER.

The Souther* Cosvehtiow..A good deal of inquiry is
being made in different portions of the South as to the object
of the proposed Convention of the slaveholdicg States at ^Jash-
ville in June next. The people have heretofore been assured
that the object of the Convention was to devise the " mode
and measure of redress" to be adopted by the Southern States,
in case the Wilmot proviso, or kindred measures, should be
adop'.ed by Congress and receive the sanction of the President.
But it seems to be conceded now that the Wilmot proviso
cannot pass either House of Congress. What action is it to
take and what measures recommend, when the con ingency
which it was called to provide for will not, in all human pro-
liability, happen ? VVhi is this matter kept so pro-

pouKi) a secret ? Does not this very fact show that there is
something behtnd the curtain, somkthixs kot .mentioned
ix the programme, which it is desired to accomplish by
the Convention ? Is there not some ection to be taken by
the convention, of which it is deemed advisable not to inform
the people in advance, lest they thould, in their opposition to
disunion in every shape and form while they are secure in
their rights, frown down a movement which may end in evil
and evil only ? Such a convention as that proposed to be
held at Nashville is fraught with important consequences, for
good or for evil, and if the former is intended by its advocates,
there should be no concealment as to its purposes. Every (
thing which it is intended to accomplish should be explicitly
stated, that the people who are truly and legitimately the
conservators of (he republic may be led into nothing that is
wrong, or withhold their sanction from that which is clearly
right. This the friends of the proposed convention have fail-
ed to do, and it has created a suspicion in the minda of hun¬
dreds and thousands of the honest patriotic men of tha South
that Discwio* lurks al the bottom of the movement. And
how could it be otherwise > Could sane men.men who are

proverbial for their rashness and impetuosity in relation to
"Southern rights".expect |to get up a great convention,
composed ol delegates representing one half of the people of
thn confederacy, without stating in the most explicit
manm r the obj?c's sought to be accomplished, and still
not excite suspicion as to the correctness of their motives '

Such an idea would be preposterous, and would argue but lit¬
tle in favor of the shrewdness of those concerned in the move¬

ment, or of their estimate of the intelligence of the people who
were expected to join heartily in the furtherance of their ob¬
ject. But there are some facts connected with this movement
in favor of a convention of the slaveholdirg States, some in¬
cidents brought to light by the action of the friends of the
proposed assemblage, witfi which the people should be made
thoroughly acquainted, and which they should weigh well be¬
fore they give their sanction to a movement which may end
not only in a dissolution of the Union, but in a civil war, that
greatest curse of freedom, that may extinguish the last hope
of a Republican Government.
One fact which should be brought prominently before the

people i«, that the proposed Convention, if it ever assembles,
will be composed of ail soita of material, and who will under¬
take to say that rath, ambitious, and designing men, by the
preponderating weight of numbers, will not adopt such a
" mode of resistance" and " manner of redreas" aa will in¬
evitably dissolve the Union or greatly impair ita strength '

Or who will vouch that lucb mm may not perpetrate iotubfolly that will render the effort* of the good aod the great, who
may go there to act in concert with them in the cause of rightand justice, simply ridiculous, if not positively evil ' Should'the convention ever meet, the people may rest assured that
" untempered minds" will discuss the issues involved in that
arrogant, intemperate spirit which conceives that nothing.hort of violent and extreme measures will pro'ect the rightsof the South, Such discussion would, of course, only addfuel to the Hames which the " untempered" have been kind¬
ling at the South for years. We know there would be some
prudent, discreet men in that convention, but who will un¬dertake to say that theii counsel will prevail ? What assur¬
ance have the people that there will not be in that conventionthose who are in favor of a dissolution of the Union, and whowill leave no effort untried te accomplish that object ?
At the present time there is more to be feared from theaction of the proposed convention than from the unitedefforts of all the abolitionists in the country. The very factof the convention being held would exert an injurious in¬fluence upon the slaves of the South ; and that would stimu¬late the abolitionists to renewed exertions in their nefariousoperations. Already are the abolitionists prepaiing for theonslaught, and they propose to hold an opposition Conven¬tion at Buffalo, New York, at the same time the SouthernConvention is to meet at Nashville. It is well known thatthe abolitionists are strongly in favor of disunion, and bykeeping up a telegraphic communication between Buffalo andNashville, they i»iy succeed in exasperating the members ofthe Southern Convention to such an extent as to bring aboutthe very result they desire.

raOM ACOMXCXICATIOS I H Till ATHE9S (ALABAMA) UEKA1.1I.
Though by no means adverse to a Southern organization,without partisan distinction, for the purpose of embodyingand giving expression to public Southern sentiment, I have

never dreamed of a movement contemplating an immediatedissolution of our present Federal Union, and the formationof a new confederation as the primary business of the pro¬posed Nashville Convention. Let any lover.of our presentconfederated Government read Judge Heydenfeldt'a commu¬nication to Gen. Brisbane, and he will, with rne, be alarmed.
No, no. We are not for such ultra measures yet awhile. A.
Convention irregularly and hurriedly gotten up, with a simple *

reference to a Southern party organization in order to repelilie Northern partisan movements, to be vested with powersto abolish the old and substitute an entirely new federal con¬
stitution, is a sort of " abolitionum " for which the South is
not yet fully prepared. When the people get ready for this
radical measure.and sometimes we awfully fear the North
will drive them to it eventually.delegates will be selected
with a little more circumstance.

This really looks like taking the South by surprise.meetfor simple partisan consultation and advisement as Southern¬
ers, and involve'us in a radical revolution, a new constitu¬
tion, and God only knows what, before we had even thoughtot any sort of action but that of a united remonstrance and
partisan organization for afuture movement of a more serioue
character, if we should eventually be driven to it.

For the purpose of counteracting such disorganizing ultra-
ism, I feel more anxious than ever that Alabama should be
fully represented by her most discreet and able sons.

FROM THE CLARK* V ILL K (TEH Jf ) CH BOHICLL 0» MARCH 2.
On our first page will be found an account of the meetingin Albemarle county, Virginia; and we rej >ice to learn that

our native place has put the seal of condemnation upon the
second edition of the Hartford Convention, to be held at the
capital of our Stale. The delegates will be hospitably re¬
ceived, but we cannot promise them a welcome ; their ob¬
jects will never receive the sanction of Tennessee, though she
stands committed to the unmeaning position of * all hazards,
and to the last extremity."

FUOM THE ME.MPHlti (tKNX.) EAGLE.

When it is propastJ to commit the multiplied conccrns of
great and powerful States to the action of an irregularly ap¬
pointed Convention, common sense naturally puts the ques¬
tion of interest. Of what advantage to tho Southern Stetee
will the Nashville Convention be *

We would answer, of none whatever. The very irregular
manner in which that Convention will be assembled, will de¬
prive it of much of t!ie weight and importance it might other.
wise have. Under no circumstances can it claim to represent,
the sovereignty of States. State Legislatures and State Ex¬
ecutives have not appointed, and will not appoint delegates,
with the exception ef perhaps two States, South Carolina and
Georgia. In other Southern States, if appointed at all, they
will be delegated from little county or neighborhood meetings^
in which, in all human probability, not one-fifth of the people
will participate. But be this as it may, it is certain that the
delegations in that Convention, with one or two exceptions,
cannot pretend to represent the sovereignty of States. What
then will the balance, placed in this notable contrast with one
or two exceptions, represent ' What, under Heaven, can they
pretend to represent ? The people of the Southern Stales }

Will a wrangling Convention, irregularly assembled, ben¬
efit the Southern S:a es ? Ought they to be responsible for
it ? Can they be responsible for it without a gross infraction
of the constitution and a loss of self-respect ? We use no un¬
kind or denunciatory language to thoae in favor of holding a

sectional Convention at Nashville. We appeal to their
common sense, if, under present circumstances, that Conven¬
tion can be successfully held, now that all voices speak of
compromise, and the spirit of conciliation glows in the Sen¬
ate as the sacrificial fire burnt of old upon the altars of reli¬
gion'? We appeal to them to say, if the large majority of the
Southern people do not now look confidently for a settlement
of all sectional difficulties ? We appeal to them to say, if the
Whigs and a large portion of the Democrats in the Southern
States holding aloof from the proposed Convention, an at¬
tempt to hold it would not prejudice, by a failure, any simi¬
lar movements, should any unfortunately be necessary > We
appeal to them to say, if the Convention would not afford
such proof of divided popular sentiment in the Southern
States as to weaken their future influence in the councils of
the nation, and place us where we should contend feebly,
under increased embarassments, with the most melancholy
necessities ? '

rid* THE WHEELING GAZETTE.

For no other purpose than to keep our readers advised of
the movements on the all-absorbing topic of the day, we pub¬
lish Mr. Calhoun's speech, as read in the Senate by Mr. Ma¬
son. We dissent from almost e»ery position which it ad¬
vances. It is inordinate in its demands and impraticable in
its suggestions. Its tone is assuming, authoritative, reckless,
and characteristic of one whose dating spirit, though it may
have aroused and exasperated a multitude, could never lead or

control them. It is characteristic of one whose sentiments,
however dangerous they may be, cannot incur the charge of
concealing them, or of timidity in uttering them. He coolly
draws a line of ineffaceable dis inctions between two portions
of a Union whose very existence and vitality is a unity, one

and indivisible, and boldly dicta'es the terma on which this
unity shall be maintained, or, on the other hand, by which it
shall be dissevered. Il is impossible that the terms of the
first proposition.an amendment of the constitution.should
be complied with ; the other propoaition involves a catastrophe
which could be contemplated only by a people who have re¬

solved on the extinguishment of their national existence, and
with it the last rajs of hope to the human race.

rmOM TIIE AMEBIC AIT WHIG, (oHIFFIN, OSOHOIA-)
We were paineJ indeed to tee and hear the subject of a dis¬

solution of the Union discussed in the newspaper and social
circles with so much earnestness, and with such a teeming
indifference as to its continuance. And if wc were not aware-

of the influences that have been brought to bear upon the
mass of the Democratic parly, we should be astonished at the
fact that the most ultra notions and measures that favor a dis¬
solution proceed from those who once brooked the storm of
nullification, and stood forth as the champions of the glorious
compact that binds us together as a people. But the old
Union party of Georgia, once the steadfast supporters of the
Union, have placed in their lead deserters from the old file of
the nullifiers, until, before many of them are aware of it, they
are supporting measures ten-fold more dangerous to the ex¬
istence of the Union than nullification ever was.

Judging from the tone and temper exhibited by several of
the leading Democratic papers in Georgia, we are compelled
to adopt the conclusion that they really desire a dissolution ;
and the sction of our Legislature on the bill "authorizing and
requiring the Governor of the State ofGeorgia to call a Conven¬
tion of the people of this State, and to appropriate money
therefor," has struck the most fatal blow at the Union that it
has ever received since its formation.
The mere calling of such a Convention will put the Union

in great danger ; for the only object, to be accomplished by
such a Convention is to take measures of redress against an
act of Congress ; and for that reason, no Convention should
be called at all, except from dire necessity, and for the most
pressing reasons. . ... .

But the calling of a Convention upon the fifth and last con¬

tingency.the admission of California as a State.would, io
our judgment, be putting the Union in peril without any
sufficient ciuse. TLe people of California have a right to
form a State Government according to their own views, and
apply (or admission whenever they have a sufficient number of
people thfre ; and we ha*e no right to reject their spplica-
tion, or inquire into their chosen form of government further
than to see that it is republican. We have the right under
the constitution to see that their government is republican,
and there our constitutional right ends. \\ e can go no

further without disregarding constitutional rights ourselves ;

and to call a Convention to carry out a violation of the right# of
others in oppositibn to an act of Congress, would be placing
the S ate of Georgia in a position that she could not sustain,
and shame and disgrace, and perhaps a dissolution of the

Union, w^-uld be the consequence.
We cannot sustain the call of a Convention upon the hap¬

pening of this last contingency ; and wo therefore call upon
the people to examine the question thoroughly, and decide


